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Abstract

This study explores the challenges and efforts in developing a generous attitude in early
childhood through Islamic financial education at Tadika Kilauan Impian, Malaysia. The
method applied is a descriptive qualitative approach, with data collected through observation,
interviews, and documentation. The results of this study show that Islamic financial education
for children faces several obstacles, such as difficulties in understanding abstract concepts,
lack of integration into the curriculum, limited teacher competence, and suboptimal application
of values between educational institutions and families. This study reveals that approaches such
as habituation of values, social activities, role modeling, and collaboration between schools
and families are crucial in shaping a contextual generous attitude. Theoretically, these results
indicate that Islamic financial education plays an important role in instilling values, not just in
educating knowledge. In the policy context, this study recommends that a curriculum based on
Islamic finance become a priority, teachers' capabilities be improved, and support from
institutions be provided to uphold character education of generosity from an early age.
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi tantangan dan upaya dalam mengembangkan sikap dermawan
pada anak-anak usia dini melalui pendidikan keuangan syariah di Tadika Kilauan Impian,
Malaysia. Metode yang diterapkan adalah pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif, dengan pengumpulan
data melalui observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan
bahwa pendidikan keuangan syariah untuk anak-anak mengalami beberapa kendala, seperti
kesulitan dalam memahami konsep abstrak, kurangnya integrasi dalam kurikulum, keterbatasan
kompetensi guru, dan penerapan nilai yang tidak optimal antara lembaga pendidikan dan
keluarga. Penelitian ini mengungkapkan bahwa pendekatan seperti pembiasaan nilai, aktivitas
sosial, keteladanan, dan kolaborasi antara sekolah dan keluarga sangat krusial dalam
membentuk sikap dermawan yang kontekstual. Secara teoritis, hasil ini menunjukkan bahwa
pendidikan keuangan syariah memiliki peranan penting dalam menanamkan nilai, bukan hanya
dalam mengedukasi pengetahuan. Dalam konteks kebijakan, penelitian ini merekomendasikan
agar kurikulum berbasis keuangan Islam menjadi prioritas, peningkatan kemampuan guru
dilakukan, dan dukungan dari lembaga diberikan untuk menegakkan pendidikan karakter
kedermawanan sejak usia dini.

Kata Kunci: Sikap Dermawan, Pembelajaran Keuangan Syariah
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INTRODUCTION

Sharia-based financial education for early childhood has a strategic role in shaping
exemplary attitudes that align with Sharia principles. Fundamental values such as zakat,
infak, charity, trustworthiness, and wealth management do not serve merely as
guidelines for economic practice, but rather as a means of character development that
fosters social solidarity and generosity. Several empirical findings indicate that instilling
financial education from an early age positively contributes to the enhancement of
moral awareness and generous behavior, including understanding the concept of sharing
and the ability to consider the interests of others (Haryanti et al., 2020). Then (Amsari,
2021) shows that zakat education instilled from an early age plays a significant role in
shaping social character and internalizing a charitable attitude in later stages of
development. Therefore, zakat education is not merely aimed at strengthening reasoning
skills, but also encompasses the development of the affective and spiritual domains of
students. From a theological perspective, the urgency of the value of generosity is
explicitly stated in the Quran, as revealed in Surah Al-Bagarah, verse 261.

At the regional level, the development of the Islamic finance sector in Southeast
Asia shows a significant growth trend, especially in Malaysia and Indonesia. Malaysia
has become a driver in strengthening sharia finance through government policy support,
comprehensive regulations, and sharia-based product and service innovations that
enhance public access (Afwa, 2023). Although Indonesia has experienced considerable
growth in Islamic finance, this development is still constrained by low Islamic financial
inclusion, regulatory imbalances, and weak financial literacy in society (Lestary et al.,
2024). This situation concerns the inefficiency in internalizing Islamic financial values
in early childhood education, particularly for shaping benevolent character.

In a global context, the Islamic finance sector in Southeast Asia shows a positive
growth trend, with Malaysia and Indonesia serving as the main players. Malaysia holds
a leading position in the development of stable Islamic finance, supported by public
policies, a stable regulatory framework, and innovative cooperative financial services
that improve access to Sharia-based products (Mutmainah et al., 2022). Although

Indonesia has recorded rapid growth in Islamic finance, low financial inclusion,
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regulatory imbalances, and uneven financial literacy remain obstacles (Ghozali et al.,
2019).

Although Islamic finance in both co untries has experienced rapid develo pment,
Islamic financial education faces obstacles from several factors. In Malaysia,
particularly at Tadika Kilauan Impian, the concepts o f zakat, sharing, and charity are
considered too difficult for young children to understand (Amalia, 2023). This
situatio n limits the implementation o f interactive and co ncrete teaching metho ds, the
availability of teaching materials, as well as differing parental perceptions regarding
suppo rt for Islamic financial education (Ismadillah & Amalia, 2023). Furthermore, in
several kindergartens, genero sity pro grams are still rarely used and have not yet been
integrated into the Islamic financial educatio n curriculum (Hanur & Hajichah, 2023).

Several studies have shown that habits, teacher behavior, symbo lic play, as well
as activities involving sharing, zakat, and regular charity can effectively shape
children's attitudes of generosity, in accordance with institutional co ntext, teacher
readiness, and teaching methods (Wibowo & Ok, 2023). An in-depth understanding
of factors such as the scope of learning, co mmunication between teachers and
students, the role of parents, and plans to initiate pro per develo pmental stages for
children is required (Rismawanda & Khasanah, 2021).

Until now, most learning abo ut Islamic financial education has fo cused more
o n teenagers or the general public, while learning related to the challenges and effo rts
in fo stering a genero us attitude at an early age in Malaysia is still limited. Qualitative
research that clearly explains how prescho ol institutio ns implement Islamic financial
educatio n is still very scarce, including regarding teachers' plans to instill the value o f
genero sity through activities such as educatio nal activities and the practice of giving
alms (Adhatia & Rahmayati, 2025). Similarly, learning about Islamic financial
institutions in enhancing financial literacy in kindergartens identifies that educatio nal
pro grams have been implemented, but there has been little research on the integrity o f
genero sity values in detail (Aurora & Amalia, 2024). Therefore, there is a need for

research conducted to gain a deeper understanding of the dynamics of forming



294 | Mia Audina, et.al, Challenges And Efforts In Developing A Generous Attitude........cccevuuenn.

children’s generous attitudes through Islamic financial literacy. This learning is
impo rtant fo r balancing effective and relevant fo rms in reinfo rcing the internalizatio n
o f Islamic financial values from an early age.

Based on the description above, this research has a high urgency to study in
depth the challenges and efforts of children's generosity attitudes through learning
Islamic financial literacy at Tadika Kilauan Impian, Malaysia. The qualitative appro ach
used in this research is expected to provide a significant contribution to the
development of Islamic education knowledge while also serving as a practical
reference for educato rs, educatio nal institutio ns, and po licymakers in designing more
effective, concrete, and lo cally relevant learning models. In addition, the results o f
this research are expected to enrich the body of literature on education based on
Islamic economics and provide strategic solutions to strengthen the character of
generosity in early childho o d, thereby having a po sitive implication for the broader

develo pment o f Islamic financial educatio n.

RESEARCH METHODS

This qualitative descriptive research is used to conduct research by co llecting
data from research sources and then analyzing it to obtain additional information
abo ut the research subject. After that, the data will be used fo r analysis, pro cessed into
information that can be used to support information about the research problem
(Sugiyono, 2017). This research was co nducted using qualitative descriptive metho ds,
employing a natural data co llection system with the aim o f explaining the pro blems
that occur as the key instrument, as well as in-depth analysis through a study of
Islamic financial educatio n o n genero sity in children.

The research o bject is lo cated at Tadika Kilauan Impian Al-Fikh O rchard HQ, an
early childhood education center established in 2011, lo cated at No. 1 Jalan Kristal
Satu, 7/78A Section 7, 40000 Shah Alam, Selangor, Malaysia. This kindergarten is
one of the main units of the Al-Fikh Orchard network, which has co nsistently

operated for a long time with a structured education system. This kindergarten was
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chosen as the research object because it allows for in-depth observation of the
learning process and the instillation of Islamic financial values as well as
philanthro pic character in early childhood. Its stable presence since 2011 supports a
co mprehensive analysis o f educatio nal practices in the enviro nment.

This study co llected primary data (o btained directly by the researcher through
o bservation and interviews) as well as secondary data (from publications, reports,
and existing do cuments), both of which are qualitative in nature and presented in
wo rds rather than numbers. This co mbinatio n, thro ugh o bservatio n, do cumentatio n,
and literature review, pro vides a co mprehensive o verview and in-depth analysis o f the
context, meaning, and practices of the subjects within a relevant theo retical

framewo rk, ensuring that the data o btained are valid and academically acco untable.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
1.  Challenges of Developing Children's Generous Attitude Through Islamic

Financial Education
The implementation of the value of generosity through Islamic financial

education in early childhood education institutions, especially at Tadika Kilauan
Impian in Malaysia, is one way to cultivate an Islamic attitude from an early age.
Ho wever, this study shows that efforts to instill the value of generosity face several
challenges. These challenges are influenced by the child's develo pmental stage, the
readiness of the educatio nal institution, and social and cultural background. All of
these challenges directly affect the success of Islamic financial education in building
awareness to share, empathy for others, and the understanding that wealth is a trust
that must be managed acco rding to Islamic principles.

One of the main issues faced is the limited understanding of Islamic finance
concepts amo ng yo ung children in kindergarten. Terms such as zakat, infak, charity,
and halal asset management are still difficult for children to fully comprehend,
considering their cognitive development has not yet reached the symbolic and
co nceptual stages. At Kilauan Impian Kindergarten, children tend to see money as a

tool for buying goods or toys, rather than as a means for wo rship or helping o thers.



296 | Mia Audina, et.al, Challenges And Efforts In Developing A Generous Attitude........cccevuuenn.

This condition aligns with (Sufyati et. al. 2025), which reveals that understanding
Islamic finance in early childhood requires a concrete and direct approach so that
mo ral and so cial values can be well internalized.

The next challenge is the lack of integration of systematic Islamic financial
education into the kindergarten curriculum. Although Tadika Kilauan Impian has
made efforts to instill Islamic values in daily activities, learning abo ut Islamic finance
and cultivating a generous attitude is still situational and depends on the teacher's
initiative. Activities such as donations or sharing are usually carried out
spo ntaneo usly, for example during certain events, and have not yet been made into a
sustainable habitual pro gram. This suppo rts the view o f Zahrani et al. (2023) that the
formation of a generous character in early childhood requires a structured and
co nsistent learning plan so that these values can be well abso rbed.

Aside from the curriculum aspect, the teacher's ability to deliver Islamic financial
educatio n in a way that is suitable for kindergarten children also beco mes a significant
challenge. Not all teachers have an adequate understanding of Islamic financial
literacy, so teaching the values o f genero sity o ften remains theo retical and has no't yet
been connected to real activities relevant to children's lives. However, in early
childho o d education in Malaysia, a learning appro ach based on play, imitation, and
hands-o n experience is very impo rtant. According to Wiyani and Setiani (2022), the
role of teachers as genero us ro le mo dels and facilitato rs in fo stering go o d behavior
has a significant impact o n the develo pment o f children's so cial character.

Ano ther quite significant challenge is the difference in family backgro unds and
the level of parental invo lvement in shaping values o f genero sity. In urban Malaysian
society, not all parents have a balanced understanding o f the impo rtance of Sharia
financial education from an early age. As a result, the values taught in kindergarten are
o ften not suppo rted by the ho me enviro nment. The mismatch between scho ol habits
and ho me practices can hinder the develo pment o f sustainable generous behavior in
children. According to (Khairunnisa and Fidesrinur, 2021), the development of a

child's character requires strong co llabo ratio n between scho o Is and families.
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In additio n, the impact o f so cial culture and co nsumptio n patterns in Malaysian
society also poses an external challenge when studying Islamic finance. Children are
increasingly accustomed to consumption patterns influenced by digital media and
their surro unding enviro nment, which gradually cultivates a materialistic attitude from
an early age. This can conflict with values of simplicity, care for others, and the
intention to help, which are principles in Islamic finance. Acco rding to (Wiraguna and
Effendy, 2024), the challenges in improving Islamic financial literacy today are very
complex due to changes in culture and lifestyle

Based on the analysis that has been conducted, there are several challenges in
developing a generous attitude through Islamic financial education, which include
aspects o f understanding, teaching metho ds, system structure, and so cial enviro nment.
Therefore, Islamic financial education needs to be organized in such a way that it is
more aligned with everyday life, integrated, and sustainable, with an emphasis on
habits.

2. Efforts to Foster Children's Generous Attitudes Through Islamic Financial
Education
Based o n field o bservatio ns, efforts to instill a genero us attitude in kindergarten

are carried out through vario us learning activities abo ut Islamic finance, tailored to
the context and develo pmental characteristics of early childhood. The main issue
found is the difficulty children have in understanding the concepts o f donation and
trust in wealth. Children tend to view money only as a means of exchange or for
fulfilling personal needs. Therefore, kindergartens design various practice-based
activities so that the value of generosity can be more tangible, easier to understand,
and can be applied by children.

In facing this challenge, Tadika regularly co nducts the “Friday Charity” pro gram
as a weekly activity. In this activity, children are asked to bring money from home
and deposit it in a charity box in the classroom every Friday. Teachers assist the
children as they deposit the money and simply explain the meaning of sharing and

helping o thers. The Friday Children's activity aims to intro duce the co ncept o f charity
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directly without making children feel pressured by complex terms. This approach
aligns with the o pinion o f Haryanti et al. (2020), who stated that real-life experiences
are the mo st effective way to instill so cial and mo ral values in yo ung children.

In addition, Tadika also organizes an activity called "Co llective Saving," which
is a group saving activity aimed at so cial purposes. Children are enco uraged to set
aside a portion of their pocket money into a class savings fund. The money is then
used for sharing, such as helping friends in need or being allo cated for simple so cial
activities. This activity becomes a solution to difficulties in understanding Islamic
finance, which previo usly o nly o ccurred unintentio nally, because co llective saving is
done regularly and on a scheduled basis. According to (Hanur and Najichah 2023),
habits carried o ut co ntinuo usly play an impo rtant ro le in shaping a genero us attitude
as a practice, no't just a situatio nal respo nse.

In helping children better understand co ncepts, the role of a teacher as a role
mo del is very crucial. This can be seen in the activity “Genero us Teacher Example,” an
info rmal metho d where teachers deliberately demo nstrate sharing behavior in front o f
children, such as helping friends, distributing statio nery, o r o ffering assistance witho ut
being asked. The approach from (Nur et al., 2024) explains that this action beco mes
an effective means for character education for early childhood, because younger
children are more likely to imitate behavio rs they o bserve rather than listen to abstract
explanatio ns.

To address the differences between teaching in kindergarten and co nditions at
ho me, the kindergarten implements the “Charity To gether with Family” pro gram. In
this pro gram, parents are invited to involve their children in charitable activities at
home or in the mosque, and these experiences are then shared in class. In line with
(Juliani, 2019), the aim of this initiative is to bridge the value differences between the
scho ol and family enviro nments.

In addition to practice-based activities, the kindergarten also reinfo rces the value
of generosity through an activity called 'Islamic Exemplary Stories." This activity

includes stories depicting the lives of the Prophet and Islamic figures, emphasizing
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sharing and helping others. The stories are told in simple language to be easily
understo o d and directly related to activities that the children do, such as giving charity
or sharing items. The purpose of this activity is to build children's cultural and
spiritual values, especially in overco ming the influence of a consumerist culture that
children begin to recognize from an early age. According to Bahri et al. (2024),
Islamic philanthropy education that uses stories from the Qur’an can increase
children's mo tivation to beco me mo re genero us.

Based on the discussion results, activities such as Friday Charity, Shared
Savings, Example of a Generous Teacher, Giving To gether with Family, and Islamic
Role Mo del Stories are co ncrete examples o f effective Islamic financial education in
addressing the challenge o f instilling a genero us attitude amo ng kindergarten children.
These activities align with early childho od develo pmental stages and are capable of
transfo rming abstract values related to generosity into habits integrated into daily
behavior.

Here is table 1 o f challenges and effo rts in develo ping a genero us attitude thro ugh

Islamic financial learning at Tadika Kilauan Impian:

Challenge Deskripsi Challenge Effort Deskripsi Effort
Children bring mo ney
Yo ung children find it from home and put it in
difficult to understand the class do nation bo x
Difficulty zakat, infak, and charity Friday every Friday, and the
understanding because their thinking is Charity teacher explains the
abstract concepts  not yet symbo lic; they Pro gram meaning o f sharing in
see moneyonlyasa simple terms witho ut
toolto buytoys. pressure or co mplicated
termino lo gy.
Lack of Sharia financial learning Shared Children set aside
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No. Challenge

integration in the

curriculum

Limited teacher

Co mpetence

Lack of family
suppo rt

The influence o f
5 CO nsumerist

culture

Deskripsi Challenge Effort Deskripsi Effort
IS situatio nal, Savings po cket money into a
spo ntaneo us (for co llective class savings
example during special used to help friends or
events), and not yet a for so cial activities,
CO ntinuo us pro gram. with a regular schedule
to make it a habit.
Teachers demo nstrate
Teachers have limited sharing behavio r
understanding o f Sharia directly (for example,
) ) _ Example o f
literacy in theo retical sharing statio nery,
_ a Genero us ) _
teaching and are less helping friends) and
) Teacher
connected to children's children imitate it
real-life activities. because it is easier than
abstract lectures.
Parents do no't always )
Parents take children to
understand that the
) _ do charity at ho me/the
impo rtance of schooll Charity _
) ) mo sque, share sto ries
values not aligned with  To gether _ )
) ) ) in class to bridge
ho me can hinder with Family
_ differences in schoo I-
sustainable genero us
) ho me values.
behavior.
Digital media & so ciety ) Tell thestoryofa
o Islamic o
enco urage materialism Pro phet/Islamic figure
Exemplary
contrary to the values ) abo ut sharing (in simple
Stories

o f simplicity & caring language) and co nnect
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No. Challenge Deskripsi Challenge Effort Deskripsi Effort

for others in Sharia. it with children’s daily
charity activities.

Table 1 Challenges and Effo rts o f Genero us Attitudes Thro ugh Islamic Financial
Learning at Tadika Kilauan Impian, Malaysia

3. The Impact of Children's Generous Attitudes Through Islamic Financial
Learning
Islamic financial education at Tadika Kilauan Impian, such as through Friday

charity and the Sharing Savings activities, helps children develo p a po sitive attitude o f
sharing and respo nsibility. They begin to realize that money is not only used to meet
personal needs but is also a trust to be managed honestly, frugally, and with
consideration for o thers. Activities like giving charity and saving co ntributio ns instill
Islamic values, such as avo iding wastefulness, excessive luxury, as well as greed and
co nsumerism. This approach is in line with (Nelisa et al., 2023), who emphasize that
by getting used to giving charity, a person is trained to live simply, not be greedy for
wealth, and stay away fro m waste ful and luxurio us be haviors.

This program also encourages the growth of social e mpathy and financial
knowledge from a young age. Children are taught to distinguish between needs
and wants, enabling them to be wiser in managing their pocket money and
re ducing the impact of lifestyle choices. By cultivating the habits of saving and
sharing, they learn to think syste matically, economically, and responsibly in
managing finances, which becomes the foundation for achieving financial
free dom in the future. According to Amadi (2023), financial e ducatio n and financial
lite racy also form the foundation of a child's ability to plan, organize, and manage
finance s wise ly in the future.

However, there are negative effects that need to be considered, especially
from the point of view of child psychology. Children who come from

e conomically disadvantaged backgrounds and are unable to participate actively
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may feel e mbarrasse d, inse cure, or alie nated from the ir peers, which can re duce
their confide nce . This pro gram can also be less succe ssful if it is not suppo rte d by
a family e nvironme nt that still imple me nts a co nsumptive and e xtravagant culture
making it difficult to instill frugal and ge nerous values in a sustainable manner. And
(Nurjannah, 2018) also revealed that children who feel unable to participate in
social activities such as regular charity can experience social exclusion, which
ne gative ly affe cts the ir se If-co nfide nce and so cial ide ntity.

To strengthen the positive impact and minimize the negative impact, more
e ffe ctive co llabo ratio n be twe e n e ducatio nal institutio ns and pare nts is ne e de d, as
well as a more syste matic asse ssment. We ll-de signed programs should include
various forms of support, not just financial assistance, so that all children feel
e qually tre ated and comfortable. Schools are also advise d to imple ment simpler
methods, such as observing behavior or recording children's attitudes, to
routinely assess the development of values such as sharing, honesty, and

unde rstanding o f mone'y.

CONCLUSION
This study sho ws that le arning abo ut Islamic finance has a significant influe nce

in shaping a charitable attitude in early childhood. Howe ver, this influe nce is still
limited due to the abstract nature of the concept, lack of integration in the
curriculum, variations in educator competence, and minimal coordination
be twe e n the scho ol e nviro nme nt and family. In additio n, the study also sho ws that
methods focused on habits, direct experiences, examples from teachers, and
pare ntal involve ment can facilitate children in accepting and applying Islamic
financial value s appro priate ly and sustainably. Base d on the se findings, e ducatio nal
policies are needed to support the planned integration of Islamic finance
knowle dge into early childhood education curricula, improve teacher training on
Islamic financial lite racy acco rding to the child's de ve lo pme ntal stage, and cre ate a
mode |l of collaboration between schools and parents. In addition, po licy suppo rt

from re le vant institutio ns is ve ry impo rtant to e nsure that pro grams pro mo ting the
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values o f generosity can be imple me nted sustainably as part of Islamic characte r

education from an early age .
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